Grace Groups Homework

“The Fundamentals of Christian Maturity”
Philippians 3:12–16

23 September 2018

GETTING TO KNOW YOU
1. Share a little about your personal growth in Christian maturity. What are some of the specific ways in
which you can identify growth in maturity in your walk with Christ?

WORLDVIEW
2. “Show me a Christian who thinks he is perfect and I will show you a Christian who is out-of-touch with
reality.” Is this a fair statement?

How do we understand this in light of 1 John 2:1 (“My little children, I am writing these things to you
so that you may not sin”) and 1 John 3:6 (“No one who abides in him keeps on sinning”)?

INTO THE BIBLE
3. What is “the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus”? The following texts might help you to
answer this question.
Romans 8:28–30—And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for
those who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And
those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those
whom he justified he also glorified.

1 Corinthians 15:50–53—I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God,
nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep,
but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the
trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. For this
perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality.

2 Corinthians 5:1–5—For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a
building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this tent we groan,
longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, if indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked. For
while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we
would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. He who has prepared us
for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.

Philippians 3:10–11—that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection
from the dead.

GOING DEEPER
4. How might an understanding of your incomplete sanctification help your maturation in Christ?

5. How does the following serve as a useful diagnostic tool for us to evaluate the pride in our hearts:
Our first response to hearing of another believer’s fall?

Our first response to our own moral failures?

6. “Self-control and self-discipline are the wheels that transport our maturity.” Discuss.

7. 1 Corinthians 9:24–27 shows that effort is clearly necessary in our sanctification and maturing process.
Who exerts this effort—the believer or God? What prevents self-discipline and self-control from
becoming pharisaical legalism?

8. Paul realised that his past Jewish pedigree had no bearing on the race ahead of him and was
committed to forgetting those things. What sorts of things do you need to forget and leave behind you
as you pursue the prize ahead of you?

As you do your regular grocery shopping, please remember to add something to your trolley to donate to the Food for the
Family ministry. Regularly used items include: rice (1kg or 2kg); juice; washing powder (auto or hand wash); cooking oil (750ml
or 2-litre); peanut butter; syrup; jam; tea; coffee; sandwich spread; pilchards; tuna; cake flour; baked beans; butter beans;
mixed vegetables; tomato and onion mix; other canned foods; Cremora or long-life milk; pasta; noodles; condiments (tomato
sauce, mustard), etc.; sugar (1kg or 2.5kg); mielie meal; bath soap; deodorant (roll-on); toothpaste. Speak to Patson Ngidi for
more information.

